
 

Zion United Church of Christ 

March 31st, 2024 

Easter Sunday 

Rev Stephen Stark 

(*Please stand if comfortably able) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Welcome & *Passing of the Peace 
 

*Opening Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

*Call to Worship  

The tomb is dark, but empty 
The one you are looking for has overcome the darkness 

The stone has been rolled away 
The one you are looking for has overcome death 

The burial clothes are put aside 
The one you are looking for is alive! 

Christ is Risen! 
Christ is Risen Indeed! 

Let us worship our Risen Savior! 
 

*Opening Prayer 
 

Children’s Time 
 

Worship Hymn --- “This Is the Day” --- #84 
 

Prayer of Confession 

 Gracious and Patient God, we come before you with so many things which weigh us 
down. We would like an "easy" faith, one that doesn’t cause us to look within ourselves, to 
identify those many ways in which we have forsaken you. But faith is never easy. It requires 
our very souls.  
 Forgive us, God, for all those things which we have neglected to do that would have 
helped someone else to be closer to you. Heal our hearts from the wounds which have been 
inflicted upon us by the anger and misunderstandings which occur in relationships. Prepare 
our lives to be of service to you. In silence, we wait. We long for your presence and your 
healing touch. Amen. 
 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
 

Holy Scriptures 

Psalm Reading                Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Epistle Reading             1st Corinthians 15:1-11 

Listen to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Glory to you, O Christ. 

*Gospel Reading                     Mark 16:1-8 
Here ends the reading of the word.         

Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Sermon   “Looking for Jesus”     Rev. Stephen Stark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Worship Hymn 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

UCC Statement of Faith  
We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit,  
God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God,  
and to your deeds we testify: 
 

You call the worlds into being,  
create persons in your own image,  
and set before each one the ways of life and death. 
 

You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 
 
You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared through prophets and 
apostles. 
 
In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, 

you have come to us 
and shared our common lot, 
conquering sin and death 
and reconciling the world to yourself. 
 

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit,  
creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ,  
binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races. 
 

You call us into your church  
to accept the cost and joy of discipleship,  
to be your servants in the service of others,  
to proclaim the gospel to all the world  
and resist the powers of evil,  
to share in Christ’s baptism and eat at his table,  
to join him in his passion and victory. 
 

You promise to all who trust you  
forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace,  
courage in the struggle for justice and peace,  
your presence in trial and rejoicing,  
and eternal life in your realm which has no end. 
 

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you.  
Amen. 

Prayers for the World 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 
 



 

Service of Holy Communion 

(Red Wine or White Grape Juice) 
 

Hymn of Preparation 
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Communion Prayer 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to God Most High. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Sanctus  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorial Acclamation 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Sharing of Elements 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Eternal God, you have called your people from east and west, from north and 
south to feast at the table of Jesus Christ. We thank you for Christ’s presence and for 
the spiritual food of Christ’s body and blood. By the power of your Holy Spirit, keep us 
faithful to your will. Go with us to the streets, to our homes, and to our places of labor 
and leisure that whether we are gathered or scattered, we may be the servant church 
of the servant Christ, in whose name we rejoice to pray. Amen. 

 

Announcements for the Good of the Community 
 

*Offering 

 
 

*Prayer of Dedication  

May these gifts of blessing be a sign of the love, light, and glory of our redeeming God who 
has created a world of abundance with all that we need. May we remain thankful for your 
generosity, O God, as we dedicate these offerings to you and your beloved creation. Amen. 

 

*Closing Music   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Benediction  

 
 

*Postlude Music 

 



 

Easter Memorial Flowers 

 

Given In Honor of… 
➢ Her children, grandchildren, and sons-in-law by Julie Edwards 

➢ Her children, Leanne, John, & Tricia by Pat Groennert 

➢ Her daughter Brooke by Leanne McDonald 

➢ Her mom Pat Groennert by Leanne McDonald 

➢ Carol Brann by Leanne McDonald 

➢ Franklin Walthes and Hailey Kolweier by Gary & Vicki Walthes 

➢ Gary & Nicole Walthes by Gary & Vicki Walthes 

➢ Paul Sterrett by the Zion family 

➢ Our organist Joni Kloeckner by the Zion family 

➢ Our organist Roberta Swaim by the Zion family 

➢ The Stark and Aker family by the Zion family 
 

Given In Memory of… 
➢ Emil & Delora Malina, James & Peggy Malina, Lillian Davis, and Richard Montague by the 

Billhartz family 

➢ Parents and brother of Bowman family by Elmer & Linda Bowman 

➢ Parents and brother of Hartman family by Elmer & Linda Bowman 

➢ Jim Brown by Karen Brown 

➢ Parents and sister by Julie Edwards 

➢ Frederick Groennert by Pat Groennert 

➢ Her husband Everet Hodges by Pat Hodges 

➢ Her mother Marge Walthes by Pat Hodges 

➢ Clara Ballard by Leanne McDonald 

➢ Frederick Groennert and Tom & Rosemary McDonald by Leanne, Steve, & Brooke 

McDonald 

➢ Frances & Charles Thorpe, Sue Nichols, and Frederick Groennert by Claire & Cody 

Reynolds 

➢ Albert & Helen Graul, and Bob & Delores Edwards by the Sommers family 

➢ Norman Mitchell by the Sommers Family 

➢ Parents Dr. Charles & Frances Thorpe and grandparents Fred & Clara Groennert by 

Charissa Thorpe 

➢ Geoffrey Walthes by the Walthes Family 

 



 

Pray for…Those Who Cannot Be Here with Us 

Sharol Guerin, Dorothy Bridgeforth, June Mitchell, Bill Malina, Jody & Larry Cox, and  
Janice Kolmer 

 

Pray for…Those with Health Concerns 

Rebecca Catlin,  Jim & Judy Korte, Logan & Zoey Vallee, and Paul Sterrett 
 

Pray for…Ministers and Ministries 

Brighton St. John's UCC, Rev. John Pawloski 
 

Announcements… 

• Pickup Easter Flowers after second 
service 

• Meal & Mingle – April 21st. Sign-up 
sheet in gathering space. 

 
April 7

th

 Service Volunteers 
• Liturgists: Linda Bowman & Kathy 

Sinkey 
• Techs: Vicki Walthes & Bev Adams 
• Acolytes: Mallory Sommers & Jonah 

Stark 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events… 

• Apr. 3rd – Worship Team @ 12pm 
• Apr. 15th – Council @ 7pm 
• Apr. 18th – ONA Mtg @ 6:30pm 
• Apr. 21st – Meal & Mingle, 1pm @ 

Urban Farmhouse 
• Apr. 27th – Church Yard Sale 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

 
  

Zion United Church of Christ 

414 W. Hanover St, New Baden, IL 62265;  (618) 588-4135 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday  8:30am – 5:00pm 

Website: www.zionuccnb.net   

Facebook: www.facebook.com/nbzucc   

YouTube: Zion UCC New Baden, IL 

Pastor: Rev. Stephen Stark 

Online Giving QR Code 
(Scan with your phone 
to be taken to Vanco) 

Service Credits 
Call to Worship - Rev. Mindi, Rev-o-lution blog, http://rev-o-lution.org/. 
Confession - Nancy C. Townley, Ministry Matters 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2507/worship-connection-
easter-2021. 
Liturgy adapted - Terror and Amazement: Service Prayers for Resurrection 
Sunday Year B, Rev. Dr. Sheila Harvey, Pastor of Union Congregational United 
Church of Christ. UCC Worship Ways, Easter-B-March-31 
Easter Prayer - Monthly Prayers page of the Christian Aid website. 
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/ 

 
Permission to reprint, podcast and/or live stream music in this service 

obtained from OneLicense #A-714650, CCLI 20913446/20913439. All rights 
reserved. Music in the public domain unless otherwise indicated. 

Thank you to the following for assisting 

with services today: 

 

Musician   Roberta Swaim 

Acolytes   Brody Zotz & Seth Stark 

Liturgists   Charissa Thorpe & Molly Stark 

http://rev-o-lution.org/
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2507/worship-connection-easter-2021
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2507/worship-connection-easter-2021
https://www.ucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Easter-B-March-31.docx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Flowering of the Cross 

The flowering of the cross has been traced back to the 6th century. It is an especially striking 
and beautiful way to symbolize the new life that emerges from Jesus’s death. Traditionally 
before the Easter Sunday service, the cross is covered with flowers and the top draped in 
white. The entire cross is covered with flowers and is placed at the front of the church to 
symbolize the new life in our risen Lord to all the worshippers present on Easter Sunday 
morning. The contrast between the starkly bare cross that worshippers have seen for 40 days 
and the living flower cross of Easter Sunday dramatically and visually represents the new life 
that we are celebrating in Christ's rising. 

This year, as you come to Easter Sunday Service, pause by the cross and add some flowers to 
it. You can place flowers from the bucket provided by the Altar Guild. Everyone young and old 
are encouraged to participate. 


